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9 WA State Day

1. Permits & Licenses

2. Food Access

3. Resources

We will take a 15 minute at 10:55 am (Pacific Time) 

General Session 1

• Farmers Markets Orgs
• Manager Panel 

General Session 2

• Farmers Markets Ops
• Manager Presentations
• Vendors, Market Site, 

Shoppers, Community



Market Day 
Operations

FARMERS MARKET
Ongoing 

Organizational Work

MARKET SITEVENDORS

COMMUNITYSHOPPERS



https://wafarmersmarkets.org/archives/2026-boot-camp-resources/





Chat with Purpose



Welcome! Esteemed Market Managers!

Lindsay Gilliam
Executive Director

Carnation Farmers Market 

Rebeccah Landerholm
Former Market Manager
Poulsbo Farmers Market



Est 1979
501c3 nonprofit
> 100 Member 
Farmers Markets

2 staff & 
10-person Board

 Annual Application
 Data Reports
 Promotions
 Annual Directory
 Annual Conference
 Boot Camp (online)
 Monthly Member 

Market Meeting
 King County Farmers 

Market support
 Food Access support
 Advocacy 





In a word or two, how 

are you feeling about 

the 2026 FM season?

HOLD CHAT UNTIL GIVEN SIGNAL



Permits & Licenses
Food Access Programs

Lindsay Gilliam
Executive Director

Carnation Farmers Market 

Rebeccah Landerholm
Market Manager

Poulsbo Farmers Market
(through 2025)



All Booths Need Tent Weights
Min. of 24# per leg





Most Vendors Need 
Biz Licenses
• If need also City Biz License
• If need “Scale License” to sell by weight
Or other specialty license/endorsement
• If collecting sales tax
• If hiring employees
• If gross sales > 12K

+  Insurance

with Business License will/may pay 
Business & Occupation Taxes (“B&O”)





“Scale License”

An endorsement
on a WA State 
business license.



Vendor Scales

1. Commercial
2. Calibrated
3. Scale Endorsement on License

Need if selling products by weight



Any Problems??
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Some farmers 
markets also allow:

RESELLERS of farm 
products

SERVICES

PROCESSOR

ARTISAN & 
CRAFTER

FARMERPREPARED FOOD

What licenses 
or permits do 
vendors need 
at WA farmers 

markets? 



Farmers Market Sales
=

Direct to Consumer (DTC)

Farmers Market Sales
=

Direct to Consumer (DTC)



VENDOR TYPE

FARM VENDOR

RESELLER 
(Ag Products)

PROCESSOR / 
VALUE-ADDED

ARTISAN/CRAFTER
------

BODY CARE

PREPARED FOOD / 
READY TO EAT

RAW 
AGRICULTURAL 

PRODUCTS

PROCESSED  / 
VALUE ADDED 

PRODUCTS

READY TO EAT 
PRODUCTS

ALCOHOL



RAW 
AGRICULTURAL 

PRODUCTS

• Typically “field harvested”
• May be sold by weight or piece
• May include foraged/wild harvest products
• Includes cut flowers and nursery
• May need temperature control
• Generally less food safety risk
• May need “specialty license”/endorsement





RAW 
AGRICULTURAL 

PRODUCTS

Local/CityCounty Health 
Department

WA State Dept of 
Agriculture
(for FM sales)

Dept of Revenue's 
Business Licensing 
Service

SamplingWeights & Measures 
for Scale Calibration 
and info

If selling by pound, 
then need “Weights 
and Measuring 
Devices” endorsement 

If selling shell eggs, 
then need a “Egg 
Handler/Dealer” 
endorsement 

If selling nursery, 
required if selling 
>$100 in live plants*. 
(Not needed for cut 
flowers.)
* Or farmers market

Eggs (some)Ordering green “egg 
seals”

Honey: Hive 
registration, labeling 
and grading 
requirements

Possible others



1. Egg Handler/Dealer “Specialty License” required for anyone selling eggs in WA. 
(Department of Revenue's Business Licensing Service)

2. All eggs sold at farmers markets are required to have an “egg seal” on the carton.
3. Eggs must be in new cartons that are labeled. (See Shell Egg Guidelines.)
4. Keep at 40 F to 45 F 
5. The Health Department in some Counties may require “Vendor Permit.”





MUSHROOMS



RCW 15.60.021 “Each person owning one or 
more hives with bees, brokers renting hives, 
and apiarists resident in other states who 
operate hives in Washington shall register with 
the director by April 1st each year.”   WSDA



WSDA “Green Book”
Detailed Info 
by Product



PROCESSED 
PRODUCTS

• More food safety controls
• All processors need to be licensed/permitted
• Licenses/permits vary by product!
• Ingredients matter
• Labeling matters
• Includes meats, fish, dairy, value-added foods



Definition of “Processed”

Adding value to their raw products by canning,
freezing, drying, dehydrating, cooking, pressing,
powdering, packaging, baking, heating, mixing,
grinding, churning, separating, extracting, cutting,
fermenting, eviscerating, preserving, jarring,
slaughtering, smoking and other forms of food
processing.

https://agr.wa.gov/departments/business-and-marketing-
support/small-farm/the-green-book/regulations-for-food-
processing



PROCESSED 
PRODUCTS

Fish & 
Shellfish

County Health 
Department

WA State Dept of 
Agriculture

United State Dept 
of Ag (USDA)

Oy!!

Dept of Health

Dept of Ag

Dept of Fish & 
Wildlife

More info soon!

It’s confusing! Make 
friends with your Health 
Dept Inspectors.

Products may need 
additional permits, fees, 
and regs to be sold at 
farmers markets.

Products may need 
temp controls at 
farmers market.

Products are subject to 
inspection at the 
farmers market. 

WSDA Food Processor License: 
Poultry, Rabbit
+ Sometimes for value-added 
products, e.g., jam
+ unshelled nuts
+ dairy products that vendor 
makes with milk they buy. 

Milk Producers License 
Dairy products (cheese, yogurt) 
vendors make with their own 
milk

Cottage Food Permit: low risk 
foods made in home kitchens

USDA Inspected 
Red meat: beef, 
pork, goat, lamb



Cottage Food Permit
Allowed “Non Hazardous” foods: 

• Loaf breads, rolls, biscuits, quick breads, muffins.
• Cereals, trail mixes, or granola.
• Cakes.
• Pastries.
• Fried doughnuts.
• Cookies or bars.
• Pies (except custard style pies, pies with fresh 

unbaked fruit, and pies requiring refrigeration after 
baking).

• Crackers.
• Tortillas.
• Stove top candies such as fudge, peanut brittle, 

caramels, taffy, marshmallows, etc.
• Molded chocolates and products dipped or coated
• in chocolate.
• Potato chips, kale chips, etc.
• Nuts or nut mixes.
• Snack mixes.
• Some frostings.
• Vinegar and flavored vinegars.
• Recombining and packaging of dry herbs, 

seasonings, and mixtures (e.g., dry soup, teas, 
coffees, spices, seasonings).

• Standardized jams, jellies, preserves, and fruit 
butters are allowed with some specific 
requirements.





SALAD GREENS
Thems Fightin’ Words!



ALCOHOL

• Highly regulated!
• Can sell wine, beer, hard 

cider, or spirits at 
farmers markets.

• Can “sample” (not taste)



ALCOHOL

FARMERS MARKET 
Authorization

• Annual (June)

• Map

• Public Notice, if new

• Meet definition of farmers 
market (RCW 66.24.170, RCW 
66.24.240, and RCW 66.24.244 
subsection 5)

VENDOR

https://lcb.wa.gov/licensing/special-licenses-and-permits/farmers-markets

• Cost: $112.50 a year

• Allows vendor to sell their own 
bottled wine (and cider) or beer 
at an authorized farmers market 
for off-premises consumption.

• Allows samples 





READY TO EAT 
PRODUCTS





Serving Food

Individuals or groups (including guest chefs) selling or serving 
most foods at farmers markets may need a permit for your local 
health jurisdiction (county Health Department or Health 
District). There are some foods that are exempted. 

Temporary Food Establishment 
(TFE) Permit

TCS foods include meat, poultry, cooked starches, sliced melons, 
sprouts, fresh herb and garlic-in-oil mixtures, dairy products, cut 
leafy greens, cut tomatoes, and cooked produce. (2022 name 
change from potentially hazardous)

Time/Temperature Control for 
Safety (TCS) food

If you are selling or serving food – including sampling -- at the 
farmers market that is exempted from the Temporary Food 
Establishment permit, then some counties require you to 
complete and submit a form. 

Application for exemption from 
the Temporary Food Permit 

Required for anyone who works “with unpackaged food, food 
equipment or utensils, or with any surface where people put 
unwrapped food.”

Food Workers Permit/Card



What’s required is 
based on “Risk” Level

Kitsap Public Health







FOOD SAFETY INSPECTIONS







S A M P L I N G
1. Permit/Exemption from County Health Department 
2. Hand Washing Station
3. Proper Handling







What if you see
dodgy products
on vendor’s
table ?!?



Name
City/Town

Market Name
Your Role

3 words about you

Breakout by Region



Food Access 
Programs









Senior FMNPWIC FMNP & WIC 
Fruit & Veg Benefits



WIC DIRECT VENDOR PORTAL





CUSTOMER presents a Senior 
FMNP card at the INFO BOOTH 
and says, “I was told to come 
here to get tokens.”

CUSTOMER at the INFO 
BOOTH: “Wait, we can use 
WIC here?”

CUSTOMER with a 
WIC card: “I’ll be so 
bummed when 
November hits and 
I can’t use this 
anymore.”

CUSTOMER with an FMNP 
card: “Where can I use this? I 
just tried and that farmer said 
he can’t take it.”



Katherine Flores & Nick Lee
FMNP

Mission: The Department of Health works 
with others to protect and improve the 
health of all people in Washington state.

Farmers Market Nutrition Program 
Office of Nutrition Services
Washington State Department of Health
Katherine.Flores@doh.wa.gov
360-236-3721
www.doh.wa.gov 



Cameron Akita
Senior FMNP Program Manager

Mission: We partner with people to 
access support, care, and resources.

Seniors Farmers Market 
Nutrition Program
Aging and Long-Term Support Administration
Washington State Department of 
Social and Health Services
cameron.akita@dshs.wa.gov
360-725-2466







CUSTOMER comes to the 
INFO BOOTH with a SUN 
Bucks card: “I’ve never 
used this before. How 
does it work?” 

CUSTOMER notices a sign 
about using EBT at the 
market: “How do I get 
signed up for this?”

MEAT VENDOR brings 
SNAP Market Match to 
the INFO BOOTH: 
“Someone just paid me 
with these.”

CUSTOMER at the INFO 
Booth: “Can I use my 
California EBT card 
here?”







CUSTOMER at the INFO 
BOOTH: "I have these 
expired SNAP Market 
Match coupons. Can I 
still use them?"

CUSTOMER at INFO BOOTH 
getting EBT tokens: How do 
I sign up to get SNAP 
Market Match?

CUSTOMER returns to the INFO 
BOOTH after doing an EBT 
transaction and presents their SNAP 
Market Match Bucks: “I just tried to 
use these for honey, but the honey 
vendor said she can’t take them.”

CUSTOMER at the INFO 
Booth: “Last year I got 
$25 a day, how come it I 
got less?”



Amanda Weyrauch
Farmers Market Specialist for SNAP Market Match

The Department of Health works with 
others to protect and improve the 
health of all people in Washington 
state.

SNAP Market Match
Fruit and Vegetable Incentive Program
amanda.weyrauch@doh.wa.gov
360-485-6430





The 2026 Farmers Market Boot Camp was funded in part by a FMPP grant to the WSFMA 
from the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Agricultural Marketing Service. The 
contents of Boot Camp are solely the responsibility of the authors and do not necessarily 
represent the official views of the USDA. 



M
ar

ch
 1

2

M
ar

ch
 1

9 

WA State Day
General Session 1

• Farmers Markets Orgs
• Manager Panel 
• Vendors, Market Site, 

Shoppers, Community

General Session 2

• Farmers Markets Ops
• Manager Presentations
• Vendors, Market Site, 

Shoppers, Community


