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WSDA Organic Program

Your local certifier
WSDA is the only organic certifier based in Washington.

Organic resource center

We maintain a library of resources to help you achieve
certification - in English and Espanol!

Technical assistance provider

Our team is available to assist you with organic standards
and label requirements.

Protectors of organic integrity

We conduct onsite inspections and audits of farms
and handlers - verifying organic claims from field to
table.
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https://agr.wa.gov/departments/organic

Organic is...

* A production system, e Since 2002, the term
managed in accordance “organic” has been
with the USDA Regulation, defined within the
to respond to site-specific _
conditions by integrating federal regulation -
cultural, biological, and 7CFR Part 205.
mechanical practices that

foster cycling of resources, * The organic standards

promote ecological and practices can be
balance, and conserve bio- applied to a variety of WS Ceif'ﬁﬁeﬁ/
diversity. production systems. wn)JRGANIC
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Activities that MUST be certified to make an organic claim

- Transportation-
e adjacent activities

'i such as storage of

Physically producing, ‘
processing or , crops, loading or
Bt L. unloading bulk

handling crops or ' ' e

livestock product

Buying, selling, or
otherwise facilitating
the trade of crops or

& livestock
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Certification is NOT required to make organic claims if...

Selling less than $5,000 per year
Retail establishments

Organic claims are limited to the
ingredient statement

Storing of tamper-evident packages

Customs or logistics broker activities
only
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https://cms.agr.wa.gov/WSDAKentico/Documents/FSCS/Organic/Pubs_organic/3030-Who-Needs-to-be-Certified.pdf?_gl=1*17qw6qv*_ga*MTQ3NTAyMzgwNS4xNjczMjk0MDEz*_ga_9JCK8SVQPE*czE3NjM2NTkxOTkkbzI2OCRnMSR0MTc2MzY2MDA1NCRqNTkkbDAkaDA.

0n|ine Resources Short videos, library

of factsheets,
recordkeeping
templates

Application forms and
the Organic System
Plan

Learn about organic
labeling requirements


https://agr.wa.gov/departments/organic/resources
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Labeling Crops at
Farmers Markets

~ I o

Labeling Crops at Farmers Markets

Farmers markets bring local products directly to consumers from a variety of farms and producers. Many
consumers want to know how and where the products were grown. Market booth and product signs are used to
help get the farmer’s message out, but not all claims have a clear definition. Market managers play a key role in
ensuring vendors understand labeling requirements so that consumers are not mislead. This handout gives
common examples of produce signs that may be used at farmers markets and briefly outlines the requirements
for each claim.


https://cms.agr.wa.gov/WSDAKentico/Documents/FSCS/Organic/Pubs_organic/3028_Labeling_at_FM.pdf?_gl=1*1gj5pwh*_ga*MTQ3NTAyMzgwNS4xNjczMjk0MDEz*_ga_9JCK8SVQPE*czE3NzE0Mjg2ODAkbzI5MyRnMSR0MTc3MTQyODcxMiRqMjgkbDAkaDA.
https://cms.agr.wa.gov/WSDAKentico/Documents/FSCS/Organic/Pubs_organic/3028_Labeling_at_FM.pdf?_gl=1*1gj5pwh*_ga*MTQ3NTAyMzgwNS4xNjczMjk0MDEz*_ga_9JCK8SVQPE*czE3NzE0Mjg2ODAkbzI5MyRnMSR0MTc3MTQyODcxMiRqMjgkbDAkaDA.
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* Farm can provide current organic @ All Galaxy Farm
certificate that has been issued by a . .
USDA accredited agency. Certified Organic

_Pumpkins

* Farm and crops are listed on the ' $1.50/lb
USDA's list of certified organic
operations. The Organic Integrity All Galaxv Farm
Database ( D Y

Organic
Pumpkins

$1.50/Ib
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* Use of the term “certified” is optional.

* Use of either the USDA seal or certifier
logo is optional.




Certified Organic Farm

* The term organic may be used in farm
name.

 However, if displayed above crops, all
crops must be produced organically.




Exempt Farm

 Farm’s total gross annual income from
the sale of organic crops or products is
less than $5,000.

 Farm is exempt from applying for
certification but must fully comply with
all regulations including keeping at least
3 years of records to verify the use of
organic practices & inputs.

* No use of the term “certified” & no use
of USDA seal or a certifier logo.

@ All Galax}r Farm

Pumpkins
$1.50/lb
Organic but not certified

@ All Galax}r Farm

Organic

Pumpkins
$1.50/Ib
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Exempt Farm

* The term organic may only be used In
farm name, provided the farm’s total
gross annual income is less than
$5,000.

* |f displayed above crops, all crops must
be produced organically.
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Other Labeling Claims - No Standards

@ All Galaxy Farm

Pumpkins
$1.50/Ib

No sprays used!

Q@ All Galaxy Farm
Pesticide free
Pumpkins
$1.50/Ib

* Non-regulated terms without

common definitions.

* Not verified by a third-party

Inspection.
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@ All Galaxy Farm

Pumpkins
$1.50/Ib

No chemicals used
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Other Labeling Claims - Private Standards

NON
GMO CERTIFIED

Project REGENERATIVE

VERIFIED -

nongmoproject.org

[CERTIFIED _
E | @

RAISED & HANDLED
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Verifying Organic Claims ﬁf}’ﬁeNIC

How do you know if
a vendor is
certified organic?




Verifying Organic Claims Icféﬁﬁelﬁ\/HC

Include questions in vendor applications:
1. How will your crops or products be labeled?
2. What types of production claims do your labels

make?
Start with the vendor 3. Is your business certified organic?
application. 4. What types of certification does your business
maintain?

Request copies of certifications:

1. Include a current copy of your organic certificate
with your vendor application.

17



Verifying Organic Claims Icff}%&\/nc

* The USDA Organic Integrity Database is a list of all
certified organic operations.

* A public tool to verify organic claims.

* Updated by all certifiers within three business days
Verify the organic of changes to certificates or eligibility.

certification status

online. E] E]
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Verifying Organic Claims

Visit the Organic
Program table for a
emonstration of the

online tool.

Certifie
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DY United States Department of Agriculture

ORGANIC USDA

Agricultural Marketing Service

INTEGRITYoAtasAse &%

Home Search ~ Reports * Trade Partners ~ Contact Us About

B login Register

Ifyou have received an email with subject "2025 information verification/update” do not share it and delete it immediately. The USDA National Organic Program does not send verification emails to certified organic operations. More information is available in the Organic Insider at

p d y.com/accounts/|

Welcome to the Organic INTEGRITY Database!

Find a specific certified organic farm or business, or search for an operation with specific characteristics. Listings come from USDA and Trade Partner-Accredited Certifying Agents. Only certified operations can sell, label or represent products as organic, unless exempt or excluded from

certification.
Advanced Search

8 Export to Excel

Reset Search

Program Operation Certifier Info SEE City State/Province Country Certified Products

Select Certifier - Certified v | | EntercCity ‘Washington . Enter Country -

[WSDA] Washington State Department of

USDA-NOP 12 Birches Farm feramions @ Certified Langley Washington United States of America  CROPS: Tuber/Root Vege. ..
USDA-NOP 14 North Inc, N el [ Certified Grandview Washington United States of America  CROPS: Fruit - Pome: Ap...
USDA-NOP 21 Acres Farm LLC g‘%‘“'”gmm ) Certified Woodinville Washington United States of America  CROPS: Tuber/Root Vege. .
USDA-NOP OF e, e, g;ﬁ'zﬁ't:ﬁ‘“'” ton State Department of ) Certified Spokane Washington United States of America  HANDLING: Beverage Re...
USDA-NOP 4.play Orehards, 1LC [TCO] Oregon Tilth Certified Organic e Certified Quincy Washington United States of America  CROPS: Fruit - Pome: Ap...
USDA-NOP 5 Rivers Ag,, LLC J%' Whese gfg":nig”““ From Organic o Certified Royal City Washington United States of America  CROPS: Tuber/Root Vege. .
USDA-NOP 521, Inc. gﬂ%‘mgm‘m ) Certified Mattawa Washington United States of America  CROPS: Fruit - Pome: Ap....

MAISTAT Wnchinatan Chatn Ranartmant af
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Forwarding Questions or Concerns fféf'ﬁ%m

WASHINGTON STATE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Our team of experts is
available to assist!

.58 . Direct vendors to

What do you do e contact us Vl\c/)ith
: vy PR questions about
when organic g i B v certification or

status or claims N WP aD exempt claims.

can’t be verified?

Contact our team
directly to report
concerns or ask
questions about
businesses and
their claims.

20



Forwarding Questions or Concerns ff&ﬁ;’%m

WASHINGTON STATE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Photos!

= ‘ 1. Close up image of
What type of TRk label, banner, or

information should 4 4N other marketing

you provide? - ' information.

Image of full booth
with business sign
for context.
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Forwarding Questions or Concerns ff&ﬁ;’z”f\/nc

WASHINGTON STATE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Contact Information

¥ 1. Business name,
. What_type of 50N T d owner name,
iInformation should Yl SEs S address

ide?
you provide 2. Website or social

media links

3. Other markets if
known

22



Our Team Will...

Work with WSDA certified
businesses to correct any
errors or violations.

Direct you to resources for
your market and/or
vendors.

File a complaint with
USDA if business is not
certified but needs to be
for their activities and
claims.

Reach out to businesses
to provide technical
assistance.

23



organic@agr.wa.gov 360-902-1805 agr.wa.gov/organic

Organic experts ready to assist!


mailto:organic@agr.wa.gov
https://agr.wa.gov/departments/organic
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