
AND BACK AGAIN





Introduction

WA State of Composting

Setting Up Composting at Markets

Encouraging Vendors

Celebrating Sustainability



Strong, resilient farmers markets 
where vendors are successful and 
farm sales continue to grow and 
provide the public with access to 
fresh, healthy food and the farmers 
who grow it; where high consumer 
value is placed on Washington 
State’s small farms and farmers, 
and this is reflected in local and 
state policy.



Strong, resilient communities, 
where food scraps are 
composted into a nutrient rich 
soil amendment, reducing the 
need for chemical fertilizers, 
reducing the impact of 
greenhouse gases, 
sequestering carbon into the 
soil and producing a healthy, 
vigorous next generation of 
crops. 





WASHINGTON & THE STATE OF COMPOSTING



HB 1799- ORGANICS 
MANAGEMENT LAW- 2022
Objective to reduce organic material in 
the landfill by 75% by 2030.
Requires diversion of organic materials 
away from landfill disposal and 
towards food rescue programs and 
organics management facilities.

Passed in House, Currently, in Senate 
Committees

HB 2301- AMENDS AND 
ADDS TO ORGANICS 
MANAGMENT LAW- 2024
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ORGANICS MANAGMENT LAW
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ORGANICS MANAGMENT LAW AMENDMENTS
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SETTING UP YOUR MARKET FOR COMPOSTING



Great opportunity to work with site 
owners of Farmers Market locations to 
provide bins and signage to collect 
food waste from vendors and the 
community. 



DEVELOP A COMPOSTING PROGRAM 

CONTACT CITY
Get support with collection 
bins, signs and educational 
materials.

WORK WITH 
NONPROFITS
Zero Waste Washington, 
Tilth Alliance, Conservation 
Districts, Master Gardners

EDUCATE
Invite commercial 
composters and compost 
haulers, City and State 
Officials



Grants and funding:

Department of Ecology
City Public Works Department



ENCOURAGE VENDORS TO USE COMPOSTABLE PACKAGING



SURVEY

FOOD VENDORS
Provide collection buckets at vendor 
stalls so they can collect food scraps 
produced during vending.

FLOWER VENDORS
Are they cutting and arranging during 
the market? if so those items can be 
diverted to the composting collection 
bins.

FARM VENDORS
Do they bag their produce? Suggest 
switching to compostable bags. 

MARKET CUSTOMERS
Do they know compostable packaging can 
be added to home composting collection 
bins?  And bags can be used in countertop 
collection systems.



COMPOSTABLE PACKAGING

ONLINE 
RESOURCE
Verify items are compostable for 
the compostable system they 
will be sent to.

REQUIREMENTS
Must have brown or green stripe 
with “Commercially Compostable” 
clearly written.
Cedar Grove and Winton only 
accept brown cutlery. 

PURCHASE
Cedar Grove has a line of 
packaging.
Restaurant Stores carry many 
brands, look for CMA cert. 
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