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Agenda
• Census Data Collection
• Farms and Ranches
• Economics
• Demographics
• Future Census Products
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History of the Census of Agriculture

• The first Census of Agriculture was conducted in 1840 in 26 states and the 
District of Columbia.

• 180 years later:
• The 2022 Census of Agriculture is the 30th in the series, and the 6th

conducted by NASS.
• In 1997, the Census of Agriculture was transferred from the Census 

Bureau to NASS.
• The Census of Agriculture encompasses 50 states, Puerto Rico, and 

outlying areas (Guam, U.S. Virgin Islands, American Samoa, Northern 
Mariana Islands).

• Data are available for:
• National, state, and county levels
• Congressional districts, watersheds, and zip codes
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Farms and Land in Farms
Since 1974, the Census of Agriculture has defined a farm as 

“any place from which $1,000 or more of agricultural products were 
produced and sold, or normally would have been sold, during the 
census year.” 
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Number of Farms and Land in Farms, 2002 - 2022
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Number of Farms, 2022
By County
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Land in Farms, 2022
As a Percent of Total, by County
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Number of Farms, by Size Class, 2017 and 2022
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Farms and Land in Farms, by Size Class, 2022
Number of Farms Land in Farms
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Economics
• Total Value of Agricultural Production

• Crop and Livestock Sales

• Farm Income
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Number of Farms, by Sales Class, 2017 and 2022
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Farms and Value of Production, by Sales Class, 2022
Number of Farms Value of Production
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Total Value of Agricultural Production, 2022
By County
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Value of Production, Crops and Livestock, 2002 - 2022
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Demographics of Farm Producers

• Average Age of Producers

• Young Producers

• New and Beginning Producers

• Farm and Producer Characteristics by 
Sex/Race/Ethnicity

• Producers with Military Service
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Farm Structure, 2017 and 2022
Farms by Number of Producers Producers by Sex
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Producers by Sex, 2022
Female Producers by Percent of All Producers, by County
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Average Age of Producers
By County, 2022
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Young Producers (Under 35 years), 2022
As a Percent of All Producers, by County
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New and Beginning Producers (10 years or less on any farm), 2022
As a Percent of All Producers, by County
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Direct to Consumer Value of Sales, 2017 and 2022 ($1,000)

2017 2022 %Change

WASHINGTON 68,574 98,737 +44

Walla Walla 5,278 14,513 +175

Grant 3,630 7,622 +110
Skagit 7,038 6,361  -10
Thurston 3,743 5,860 +57
Snohomish 4,890 5,480 +12
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Direct to Consumer Number of Farms, 2017 and 2022 

2017 2022 %Change

WASHINGTON 4,503 3,564 -21

Walla Walla 90 71 -21

Grant 74 50 -32
Skagit 191 141  -26
Thurston 197 168 -15
Snohomish 53 48 -9
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All Reports Available at 
www.nass.usda.gov 

For Questions 

360-890-3300 

Dennis.Koong@usda.gov
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Census Data Collection
Response Rate by County, 2022 U.S. Return Rate by Mode, 2017 and 2022 

(percent of returns)
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Upcoming Census Releases in 2024
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Farm Income and Expenses, 2017 and 2022
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Producers with Military Service, 2022
As a Percent of All Producers, by County


