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What we’re going to do today.

• Why so many rules!?!  What are they all for?  How do they relate?
Federal > State > County (How do they differ)

• What permits and licenses do your vendors need?  
How to know what to ask? 

• Get to know the “green book”

• Plus! Other key resources to help you

• Let’s Talk:  Time for your questions!



Permits! Rules! Licenses! 

What are they all for??



It’s about limiting risks and harm

What risks?

• Risks to health and harm related and food borne illness
• Risk to consumers with fair and accurate product information 

and claims and reputable business practices
• Risk to vendor businesses and liability 
• Risks to the environment



You can see these goals in WSDA’s purpose.

Assure the safety, integrity, and availability of the 
food supply.

Manage the registration, distribution, use, and 
disposal of pesticides and fertilizers.

Protect the state’s natural resources through the 
prevention and control of plant and animal diseases.

Support the marketing of the state’s agricultural 
products at the local, national, and international 
level.

WSDA Mission: Through service, regulation, and advocacy, the Washington 
State Department of Agriculture (WSDA) supports the viability and vitality of 
agriculture while protecting consumers, public health, and the environment.



WSDA connects with vendors in many ways.

• Executive Cabinet Agency

• 758 full time employees

• Staff made up of veterinarians, 
entomologists, chemists, toxicologists, 
inspectors, investigators, policy and 
marketing analysts, customer service 
specialists, and managers 

• 220 seasonal employees, primarily 
inspectors of fruit, vegetable, grain, 
and seeds



County Retail Food Permits 



Getting to know the ‘green book’

Handbook for Small and Direct Marketing 
Farms; Regulations and Strategies for Farm 
and Food Businesses
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Find Us Online
agr.wa.gov/farmfoodbiz



Scroll down for…

agr.wa.gov/farmfoodbiz



Keep scrolling down to…

agr.wa.gov/farmfoodbiz

Click Here



Access the Handbook in its online form

Don’t forget to scroll down!
agr.wa.gov/farmfoodbiz



What’s needed to sell….?

Group 1
Products:
• Fresh fruits & vegetables, 
including cherries and salad 
greens
• Eggs

Group 4

Products:
• Grass fed Beef  (frozen cuts)
• Poultry  (whole frozen)

Group 2

Products:
• Farmstead Cheese
• Jam in jars

Group 5

Products:
• Culinary Herbs (fresh 
bunches & dried)
• Plant starts

Group 3

Products:
• Herbal salves & lip 
balms
• Kimchi and Sauerkraut

Group 6

Products:
• Hot BBQ sandwiches w 
coleslaw
• Whole wheat bread & 
ham and cheese croissants



What to ask your vendors?  
Standard Vendor Application as an example….



Fantastic Tools and Resources to Help You

WSFMA Market Manual

Includes a very helpful permits overview.

Please Note:  Colleen Donovan developed this in 
2016 so some details and weblinks will be out of 
date.  Use it in combination with the “green 
book” and your excellent googling skills. 



Fantastic Tools and Resources to Help You

WSFMA Vendor Resources Page

wafarmersmarkets.org/vendor-resources/



Contact Us!

Laura Raymond
Program Manager
LRaymond@agr.wa.gov

Leonard Winchester
Public Health Compliance, King County
Leonard.Winchester@kingcounty.gov

WEB
agr.wa.gov/farmfoodbiz



What about CBD?

agr.wa.gov/farmfoodbiz



agr.wa.gov/producesafety



Grants

• Local Food System Infrastructure Grant Program to improve 
food supply chain infrastructure and market access for farms, 
food processors, and food distributors, with funds prioritized 
for small businesses, including those led by women and 
minorities. 

• Local Meat Processing Capacity Grants to improve access to 
local meat and poultry processing especially for farmers and 
ranchers that direct-market their meat products. 

• Farm to School Purchasing Grants for schools and childcares to 
purchase Washington grown foods for their meal programs

We are hopeful that funds to continue these grants will be 
included in the state budget that is being developed by the state 
legislature right now.



WSDA Regional Markets Program

WSDA Regional Markets supports the economic viability of small and direct marketing 
farms and increases the availability of Washington grown products in schools, 

institutions, and on tables throughout our state. 
Technical Assistance

Outreach & 
Development

Partnerships

Local Market 
Development & 

Access

Grants

Resources & 
Publications


