
Lightning Round: 
Fast & Furious Updates

1. Campbell Risk Management, Larry 
Spilker (Exhibitor)

2. Eat Local First, Micha Ide 

3. Manage My Market, Staci DeShasier 
(Exhibitor)

4. MarketWurks.com, Chris Quinlan 
(Exhibitor)

5. USDA National Ag Statistical 
Service, Dennis Koong (Exhibitor)

6. USDA Natural Resource 
Conservation Service, Rebecca 
Anderson, Reuben Garnett, and Kyle 
Reardon (Exhibitor)

7. Washington State Conservation 
Commission, Toyo Garber (Exhibitor)

8. Washington State Department of 
Agriculture, Regional Markets Laura 
Raymond and Galen VanHorn
(Exhibitor)

9. Washington State Department of 
Agriculture, Produce Safety, Travis 
Alexander and Evan Low (Exhibitor)

10. Washington State Department of 
Health, Alyssa Auvinen

11. King Co Ag Program, Patrice 
Barrentine 



Navigating Insurance for Farmers 
Markets and Vendors in 2023
Larry Spilker, Campbell Risk Management
317-848-9075 ext 203
lspilker@campbellrisk.com
www.campbellriskmanagement.com



• Markets need to have their own insurance policy to 
cover their own exposures.

• Farmers markets should be requiring all their 
vendors to have insurance and list the market as an 
additional insured. 

• What does market insurance cover? What does 
vendor insurance cover? 

• Hold harmless agreements are only agreements 
between the two parties in that agreement. When 
is it applicable and not applicable?





http://wafarmersmarkets.org/wp-
content/uploads/2020/01/Sample-Acord-
Certificate-of-Liability-Insurance-2019.pdf





EatLocalFirst.org

Enter City or Zip

The 
“Tinder” of 
local food!



statewide support Your personal 
matchmakers!



Over 1,880 (and 
counting!) listings for 

local farms, food 
producers, farmers 
markets, grocers, 

restaurants and food 
businesses that source 

locally. 

I used it to find local eggs and see 
what other food is available 
locally that fits my unique food 
requirements  -Whatcom

I am impressed with the 
website. I had no idea 
there were so many small 
farms in Western 
Washington. - Pierce

The “dating” pool

Thanks for the help finding fresh food as a 
senior, I appreciate it. - Benton

Without it we 
would not know 
about our local 
farms and what is 
available. -Clallam

Over 160,000 
unique page views 

in 2022



Hyper-local content - with unique events, 
stories, and listings specific to each region

Regional Pages Coming Soon!



Ready to “swipe right?” 
Come find us at the 
conference!

Help us increase listings on the 
Washington Food & Farm Finder! 
FUNDS are available to help with 
this effort. 

“MatchMakers” Wanted!



Dennis Koong, Regional Director
Northwest Regional Field Office
Dennis.Koong@nass.usda.gov

THE AG CENSUS COUNTS
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Scope

NASS conducts the Census of Agriculture in:
• All 50 states, including Indian Tribes
• Puerto Rico
• Guam
• U.S. Virgin Islands
• Commonwealth of Northern Mariana Islands
• American Samoa

That’s data for more than 3,000 U.S. counties and 30,000 zip codes.
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Census of Agriculture

A complete count, taken every five years, of America’s farms and ranches and the people who 
operate them.

• Farms by size and type
• Land in farms
• Demographic characteristics of operators
• Economics – income and expenses
• Commodities produced
• Food Marketing Practices
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Farm Defined

Any place from which at least $1,000 of 
agricultural products were produced and sold, 
or normally would have been sold, during the 
census year.
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YOUR VOICE
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Your Voice

• USDA needs Census data to evaluate outreach and development programs such as the 
Farmers Market Promotion Program

• USDA grant and loan programs for small farms, beginning farmers and ranchers, and 
historically underserved producers

• Decision makers can use the data to evaluate the agricultural situation, formulate policies, 
and promote new programs to aid producers



nass.usda.gov/AgCensus |   18nass.usda.gov/AgCensus |   18

YOUR OPPORTUNITY
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Your Opportunity

• Your response to the Census of Agriculture makes a difference!

• To ensure that the best tools and reports are available, we need accurate 
information from ALL farmers and ranchers no matter how large or small 
your operation.

• Respond early and avoid follow-up contacts.
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Data on Ag Marketing Practices

• Includes value-added food products produced by the operation

• Farmers markets

• Farm stores or farm stands

• Roadside Stands and stores

• Community Supported Agriculture

• Online marketplaces

Direct to Consumers
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Direct to Consumer Value of 
Sales ($1,000)
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Direct to Consumer Number of 
Farms
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Dates to Remember

February 6, 2023: Census deadline

March-April 2023 Census Follow-up 

February 22, 2024: Census data available
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Responding to the Census

• You are highly encouraged to complete the Census of Agriculture online at 
www.agcounts.usda.gov. The online questionnaire is secure, convenient 
and user-friendly. Save time by responding online as the form calculates 
totals automatically, offers quick drop-down menu options, and skips 
questions that do not pertain to you operation.

• Alternatively, you may also respond by mail.



www.scc.wa.gov
info@scc.wa.gov

Presented By: 
Toyo Garber



About SCC
Who We Are

• Coordinating agency for WA's 45 conservation districts
• Non-regulatory (incentive-based instead) 
• Empower community members and landowners to 

practice conservation and aid in agricultural viability
• Work to promote strong food systems 



Conservation 
Districts 
What Are CDs?

• Community-staffed, and led
• Services tailored to local conservation needs
• 45 CDs for 39 counties

Examples of Services:
• Habitat restoration and enhancement
• Livestock and nutrient management
• Soil, forest, and rangeland health
• Natural disaster preparedness and recovery
• Irrigation water & stormwater management
• Urban agriculture

Find your conservation district at www.scc.wa.gov/conservation-district-map.



Resources
SFF Grant program to incentivize farmers and 

ranchers to implement climate-smart 
practices and projects. 

www.scc.wa.gov/sff

Sustainable Farms & Fields

Food system stakeholders group that makes 
recommendations for improving WA's food 
system, esp. in underserved communities. 

www.scc.wa.gov/food-policy

Food Policy Forum
FPF

OFP Uses easements, planning, and data analysis 
to support long-term agriculture success and 
farm viability in WA. 

www.scc.wa.gov/ofp

Office of Farmland Preservation



Salmon Recovery 
Program

A new, incentive-based program focused on  
restoring critical salmon habitat (also known as 
riparian restoration projects). 

Riparian Restoration Projects

www.scc.wa.gov/salmon-recovery-program



@scc_gov Washington State Conservation Commission www.linkedin.com/company/state-conservation-commission/

tgarber@scc.wa.gov
www.scc.wa.gov



WSDA Regional Markets Program 
Support for small (& direct marketing) farms and local food systems

Laura Raymond 
WSDA Regional Markets Program 
Manager

Galen Van Horn
Local Food Supply Chain Specialist



WSDA Does A Lot

• Executive Cabinet Agency

• 758 full time employees

• Staff made up of veterinarians, 
entomologists, chemists, toxicologists, 
inspectors, investigators, policy and 
marketing analysts, customer service 
specialists, and managers 

• 220 seasonal employees, primarily 
inspectors of fruit, vegetable, grain, 
and seeds



WSDA Regional Markets Program

WSDA Regional Markets supports the economic viability of small and direct marketing 
farms and increases the availability of Washington grown products in schools, 

institutions, and on tables throughout our state. 
Technical Assistance

Outreach & 
Development

Partnerships

Local Market 
Development & 

Access

Grants

Resources & 
Publications



Technical Assistance, Trainings, and Events
• One-on-one guidance via phone, 

email, or in-person
• Presentations, outreach, and peer-led, 

hands-on workshops
• Farmer/Buyer networking events
• Local infrastructure and value chains 

support to grow local food systems 
• Assistance for local meet producers 

and processors

Image

Image

Image

Image

Image

Image

Image Image



Find Us Online
agr.wa.gov/farmfoodbiz



Scroll down for…

agr.wa.gov/farmfoodbiz



Farm to School Programming

Annette Slonim
Email: ASlonim@agr.wa.gov
Phone or Text: (206) 714-
2757

Claire Finnerty
Email: claire.finnerty@agr.wa.gov
Phone or Text: (360) 974-9752

• Taste Washington Day 
• Trainings and workshops
• Technical assistance for 

schools & farms
• Factsheets and tools
• Policy, research and 

surveys
• Special projects
• Purchasing grants!

Learn more at 
agr.wa.gov/farmtoschool



Farm to School Purchasing Grants

$5 M (approx. 
$2.5M/yr.)

The new Farm to School Purchasing Grants 
provide school nutrition and early care and                   
education programs with additional 
purchasing dollars to source Washington-
grown foods.

Annette Slonim
Email: ASlonim@agr.wa.gov
Phone or Text: (206) 714-2757

Claire Finnerty
Email: claire.finnerty@agr.wa.gov
Phone or Text: (360) 974-9752

Grant Goals:
• Increase direct-sourcing from a diverse set of 

Washington farms and food producers.
• Increase the variety and volume of Washington 

food purchased for use in school and child care 
meal programs.



Meat and Poultry Assistance Program

• Technical trainings and workshops
• Marketing opportunities & 

strategies
• Regulatory guidance
• Grant & loan support, including the 

WSDA’s Local Meat Processing 
Capacity Grants

Alyssa Jumars
Email: alyssa.jumars@agr.wa.gov
Phone or Text: (206) 743-4169



Meat & Poultry Assistance + Processing Grants

$4 M 
One-time.  

Hope to continue!

• New WSDA program to assist small and 
mid-size meat processors and direct-
marketing farmers & ranchers with capacity 
building, market access & other technical 
support. 

• $3.6 million in grants to 40 meat processors to 
expand capacity to serve small farms & ranches:

o 25 Washington counties
o $1.8 million to Western WA processors
o $1.7 million to 4 “Large Projects” to increase farms’ 

access to USDA-inspected processing, located in 
NE, SE, S. Central & NW Washington

We are hopeful that funding to continue to operate this program and grant will 
be included in the forthcoming state budget.

Watch for upcoming 
WA Meat UP offerings!
https://www.wameatup.com/

Alyssa Jumars
alyssa.jumars@agr.wa.gov

(206) 743-4169



Meat Buying Guides

• Beef, Pork, and Lamb 
• How much to buy
• How much storage 

space is needed
• Cooking tips

agr.wa.gov/farmfoodbiz



Local Food System Infrastructure Grants

Local Food System Infrastructure Grant 
Program to improve food supply chain 
infrastructure and market access for farms, 
food processors, and food distributors, with 
funds prioritized for small businesses, 
including those led by women and minorities.

$17 M
Current 

biennium

Galen Van Horn
Email: Galen.vanhorn@agr.wa.gov
Phone or Text: 564-200-4054

We are hopeful that funding to continue to offer this 
grant will be included in the forthcoming state budget.

WSDA awarded 138 grants:
• 34 counties
• 86% small farm and food businesses
• Projects include processing equipment, food 

storage facilities and delivery vehicles



Underrepresented Farmers & Ranchers

One-time 
funding for 

staff and 
assessment 

report

With this budget proviso, WSDA was 
funded to report on activities and 
gaps in current efforts to include 
historically underrepresented farmers 
and ranchers.

We are hopeful that funding to continue this work learning, 
building relationships, and implementing some of the 
identified strategies to advance inclusion and equity. 



Contact Us!
Regional Markets Program

Laura Raymond
Program Manager
LRaymond@agr.wa.gov

Annette Slonim  & 
Claire Finnerty
Farm to School
ASlonim@agr.wa.gov
Claire.Finnerty@agr.wa.gov

Alyssa Jumars
Meat and Poultry Assistance
Alyssa.Jumars@agr.wa.gov

Galen Van Horn
Local Food System Infrastructure & Market 
Access Grants
Galen.VanHorn@agr.wa.gov

WEB
agr.wa.gov/farmfoodbiz



Water and Land 
Resources Division
Agriculture Program

Patrice Barrentine, Agriculture Policy and Economic 
Development

Department of Natural Resources and Parks



What does 
King County 
Agriculture 
Program do?

Support 40 Farmers Markets

Develop Meat Processing Infrastructure

Operate 5 farms and lease to farmers

Preserve 16,127 acres of farmland by 
easements





• USDA slaughter
• USDA cut and wrap
• USDA Primal cuts for wholesale

Hotdog! USDA services open Fall 2023

Ballard Farmers Market



• Sammamish Farm (5)

• Snoqualmie River Farm (SVT; 5)

• Issaquah Creek Farm (1)

• Horseneck Farm (5 orgs; 30/1)

• Green River Farm  (10)

Approximately 50 farm businesses in 2022

Core Farms



What does 
King County 
Agriculture 
Program do?


