
Navigating Insurance for 
Farmers Markets and 

Vendors in 2020
Colleen Donovan, WSFMA 

Larry Spilker, Campbell Risk Management





• What do all insurance terms mean and what are 
the farmers market industry standards?
• Should a farmers market “require,” “recommend” 

(strongly?), or say little about liability insurance? 
What are the Pros and Cons? All vendors or just 
certain types? 
• Where can farmers markets and vendors get 

insurance, what does it cover, and cost?
• Best practices around communicating and planning 

change to market policies that have real costs and 
may touch on personal philosophies. 
• What else can a market be doing to mitigate risk?



Decisions
Require Vendors 

to Have 
Insurance?

No or Not Yet Yes

q Decision part of Market Policies & 
included in Rules

q Included in Vendor App
q Help find Insurance
q Require adding Farmers Market as 

Additional Insured?
q Send FM copy of Certificate?
q Policy dates?

q Understand pros and cons
q Process for deciding: who, 

how, when?
q Document decision, share.







http://wafarmersmarkets.org/wp-
content/uploads/2020/01/Sample-Acord-
Certificate-of-Liability-Insurance-2019.pdf





Liability Insurance Options for Vendors: 
Annual and Daily

3.




