 SUGGESTED PRESS RELEASE (FOR INCIDENTS)
The Columbia Farmers Market has been notified by ______________of a potential food safety concern related to one of its members, _____________. The Market expects that all parties involved will conduct a fair and accurate investigation and resolve the question as quickly and responsibly as possible.

As a non-profit organization, the mission of the Columbia Farmers Market is to provide both the local farmer and consumer a reliable, regulated marketplace for the direct exchange of high quality and safe food. The Market recognizes that food safety is a legitimate and growing concern, and expects its members to manage their farms and businesses in such a way as to minimize the risk of unsafe raw or processed food products being grown or sold to consumers. The Market does not require its members to participate in any specific training program in the belief that individual farms and businesses must research, choose, and/or develop management methods that are most appropriate, effective, and efficient for their unique operations. 

The Market’s proper role is to establish a safe venue for sales, not to ensure the safety of products themselves. Market rules dealing with the sales environment include a prohibition on dogs and other pets, requirements that vendors follow local Health Department and all existing local/state/federal rules for sampling and product handling/storage, and an expectation that vendors maintain a clean and healthful condition within their assigned area. Both vendors and consumers should take personal responsibility for their choices and actions when participating in all aspects of food transactions.

The Columbia Farmers Market will notify its membership of this incident and will await the result of a thorough investigation before passing further judgment. All inquiries and questions should be directed to the Senior Market Director:
Caroline Todd
(573) 823-6889

cfmdirector@socket.net
SUGGESTED  MEMBERSHIP NOTIFICATION (FOR INCIDENTS)
To CFM membership: A food safety concern has been raised by ________ involving one of our members, ________. Insert reference to media here, if possible. If contacted by the media or other outlets about this story, please refer questions and comments about this story to the Senior Market Director:
Caroline Todd

(573) 823-6889

cfmdirector@socket.net
SUGGESTED PRESS RELEASE (FOR GENERAL INQUIRIES)
As a non-profit organization, the mission of the Columbia Farmers Market is to provide both the local farmer and consumer a reliable, regulated marketplace for the direct exchange of high quality and safe food. The Market recognizes that food safety is a legitimate and growing concern, and expects its members to manage their farms and businesses in such a way as to minimize the risk of unsafe raw or processed food products being grown or sold to consumers. The Market does not require its members to participate in any specific training program in the belief that individual farms and businesses must research, choose, and/or develop management methods that are most appropriate, effective, and efficient for their unique operations. 

The Market’s proper role is to establish a safe venue for sales, not to ensure the safety of products themselves. Market rules dealing with the sales environment include a prohibition on dogs and other pets, requirements that vendors follow local Health Department and all existing local/state/federal rules for sampling and product handling/storage, and an expectation that vendors maintain a clean and healthful condition within their assigned area. Both vendors and consumers should take personal responsibility for their choices and actions when participating in all aspects of food transactions.

Further  inquiries and questions on this topic should be directed to the Senior Market Director:

Caroline Todd

(573) 823-6889

cfmdirector@socket.net
