San Juan Island Farmers Market

INCUBATION PROGRAM
A program of the San Juan Island Farmers Market Association (SJFMA) with the stated mission to attract new vendors to the farmers market, to allow prospective vendors a chance to “test the waters” and to ease the new vendor’s entry into the exciting world of direct sales. 

· The Incubation Program is open to food producers and food processors.

· All participants will be subject to the market rules and will sign the vendor participation agreement.

· A participant is considered a "guest vendor" per Participation Agreement Article 2b, and as such, need not be a member of the SJFMA.

· Acceptance into the Incubation Program does not constitute or guarantee acceptance into the SJFMA.

· A food processor may be accepted into the Incubation Program even though membership in the SJFMA would be denied at the time of application due to the 85/15 rule. 

· All food processors will be required to meet health department rules before vending. 

· Current rules dealing with new members apply when the vendor applies for membership.

· The market manager will maintain a list of volunteer mentors to assist the participants.

· The market manager may choose an appropriate mentor as the contact person for each participant wishing to set up at the booth. 
· The Farmers Market Association may provide a table and canopy for the incubation booth, if these are available.

· The market manager will determine where the booth is set up, in a consistent location when available.

· Rent for the space will be the standard day rate, to be split among the vendors at the booth. 

· The table space will be divided among the vendors present, at the discretion of the market manager.

· The market manager may also use the booth and table if space is available.

· A vendor ("selling unit" as defined in the Participation Agreement) may use the Incubation Program booth a maximum of two times. 

· The purpose of the Incubation Program is to attract additional vendors to the Market. When that goal has been met and no additional vendors can be accommodated by the Market due to space limitations, the program may be suspended until the need again arises to attract vendors. 

